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When the members of the Community
become missionaries

In one’s own street, at the other end of the world, or in problem neighbourhoods there are many
ways in which one can be sent on mission.The Emmanuel Community is responding to this call
from Christ and His Church - and reveals the very different ways its mission is expressed

“Everybody must know about the love
of God. | cannot keep it to myself,”
says Florent Duffau. During a Session
at Paray-le-Monial, when he was 28,
Florent discovered "Jesus’ infinite love”
for him; this changed his life. He wishes
to witness to this.

The call to mission is addressed to each
one of us, but each one experiences it
in a different way. Proclaiming Christ is,
first of all, “living as messengers in the
place where we are,” writes Jean-Luc
Moens.[ | ] He continues, “Evangelisation
is not reserved just to ‘specialists’who are
priests and religious. It is the right and
duty of all who are baptised!” In order
to fulfil this mission one must “look at
Jesus and imitate Him."

On mission close to home

Ten years ago, Cyril Tisserand wanted to
“set off on mission throughout the whole
world ... where he was.” He founded “Le
Rocher”, an oasis in the problem esta-

A volunteer of “Le Rocher” in a problem neighbourhood in Lyons

tes. The volunteers and members live
in problem neighbourhoods. They live
compassion in the heart of the problem
estates. “Look after the young people for
whom all is not yet lost,” the inhabitants
very soon ask us. Activities for young
people, women's social groups, help
with homework, street activities, games,
and so on. Everything is offered within
the structure of the parish, but is open
to people of all faiths.

“In the problem neighbourhoods there
are a lot of closed communities,” explains
Cyril. “People are not in the habit of to
greeting each other or saying ‘good mor-
ning”. Often just a smile and a neighbour-
ly chat is enough to start relationships.”
Through the volunteers, it is Christ
Himself who is living in the concrete
blocks of Bondy, Marseilles, Lyons,
Toulon, and the district of the Gare du
Nord-Stalingrad in Paris.

“We have never had a problem with
the people who live there. The difficulties

come from rather from local authorities
and elected representatives,” Cyril says
regretfully.

Before committing themselves for one
or two years, the volunteers follow
three weeks of intensive formation.
“A big heart is not enough to be of ser-
vice, for a mission in the problem neigh-
bourhoods cannot be done just like that”

Discernment and formation
are the key to the mission

Formation for mission is an integral part
of a person’s commitment in FIDESCO.
In 2009 the Emmanuel NGO sent out
109 volunteers. They contribute to
humanitarian and development initia-

? .

Finding guidelines through playing games

tives in poor countries. “We go only
when the Church asks us,” explains Jean
Robin, the Director of FIDESCO. “All
of our missions have been asked for by
bishops, priests, or the heads of religious
communities.”

Nine or ten months of preparation are
necessary: first of all discernment and
then formation. This takes place over
several weekends with two additional
sessions of a week each. As far as possi-
ble, FIDESCO places volunteers where
their skills are suited to local needs.
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Mathilde and Sébastien, FIDESCO volunteers in Brazil

Many of the volunteers are young
adults of 27 or 28 years of age. But they
are not alone. “FIDESCO is sending more
and more families. Retired people are
also going” Jean Robin explains. There
is no right age for serving Christ and
responding to His call.

Denis was in middle management in
the United States and in France. Some
years ago the call to mission soun-
ded in a particular fashion - a second
career in human development. Last
September he left for Romania with
his wife Rosemary and their two
youngest children. The couple had felt
the need to serve those who have
nothing, those who have the greatest
need to be looked on with love to
raise them up. "Adoration, Compassion
and Evangelisation are of immediate
service to the poor,” says Denis joyfully.
In Bucharest, as in other places, pover-
ty is not only a financial matter. It is
very often accompanied by a moral
poverty.

The object of the mission is to set up
a parish centre. At the present time all
that exists is the walls of the church.
“We have to define what we want to do
..and then put it in place!”

The Leblonds’ arrival in Bucharest was
no simple matter.There was the barrier
of language and the discovery of the
“dreadful inequalities” in Romania, for
example, and also some difficulties with
their flat.

Denis and Rosemary are able to count
on the support of the Community. They
have joined the 25 Community members
in Bucharest. Just as Jesus sent out His dis-
ciples two by two, Denis knows that mis-
sion can only be done together with other
Christians. It is a thing which is shared.

“We are sustained by the prayer of the
Church, and we are in communion with all
those who are in mission in other places.”
The adventure is only just beginning.

The purpose is holiness

For its part, the International School
of Formation and Evangelisation (EIFE)

Mission in Burkina-Faso

offers a springboard to adventure. “The
purpose is holiness” as the School'’s
Director, Michel Bronstun, explains.
And holiness is the vocation of all of us!
The year spent at Paray-le-Monial ena-
bles young Catholics to be “wholly in
the world, without being of the world.”
Formation, life in community, prayer and
mission are the four pillars of the life of
the participants who are between the
ages of 18 and 35.

“One does not evangelise in order to
convert. Conversion is the work of the
Holy Spirit We are merely the hands, the
eyes, the actions and the smile of God.”
The young people of EIFE do not go
out with long speeches ready to be
recited. They learn to witness to a
Person who dwells within them. “The
first person to benefit is the one who is
evangelising. He or she discovers that the
Word lives in them.” Florent spent a year
at the School. The young man explains:
“Now, when [ evangelise | am at peace.
| witness to what | experience, to God'’s
love for me.” The year is a springboard
for his life, a very powerful experience,
both human and spiritual. All that he
has to do now is to pass on the mes-
sage. “If we Christians do not proclaim
Christ, who will do it?" m

[1]Author of : Limitation de Jésus-Christ missionnaire’, Editions
de l"Emmanuel, 2007.

To contact “Fidesco” : www.fidesco.fr
To contact “Le Rocher’:
http//volontariat.assolerocher.org
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Discovering Theology

From May [2%"-16" 2010, at
Ascension time, you can discover key
elements in theology. On the pro-
gramme: how we receive grace and
how it can grow in us, the moral
theology — the principles, the family
and life in society. 5 days in Chezelles,
France.m

For information:
pmilligan@emmanuel.info

Priests and Laity Together

The Fifth Roman Symposium (January
25th-27th 2010) is being organized
by the Emmanuel Community and
the Pontifical Redemptor Hominis
Institute (Vatican). Multilingual, open
to all. Still time to register.

Having studied the contribution of
new communities and movements
in the Church’s mission (2004),
the need to evangelise post-mo-
dern society (2006) and the role of
parishes in the New Evangelisation
(2008), this year's symposium will
host recognised expert speakers tal-
king on how priests and laity coope-
rate in mission. A pilgrimage on the
footsteps of the saints in Rome is
also possible immediately after the
Symposium (Basilicas, prayer on the
tomb of John Paul Il and more...).m
information on http://en.emmanuel.
info/ or jilmoens@emmanuel.info

Giving new life to couples

From March 14%-20" 2010, the
Emmanuel Community’s service
Journeying in Mercy and Life’ offers a
time ‘open up' our conjugal relations
to the Lord (perhaps wounded or
worn down by the passage of time,
the trials of life our personal limits). It
is the Lord himself who heals and
restores. Daily personal and couple
companionship, time of prayer, tea-
ching and work as a couple. We all

know couples around us who want
to grow in love : let's not hesitate to
tell them about this special time for
renewing and consolidation their
sacrament of marriage.

Information and registration (please
enclose a personal letter of motivation
for each person) : Secretariat MCV,
18 Bd Général Koenig, 92521 Neuilly-
sur-Seine CEDEX;, France.

University Missions

School of mission students from
Paray-le-Monial will be reaching out
to university students this springtime:
March |5th-2[stin Bordeaux (France)
with the support of the Archbishop of
Bordeaux, Cardinal Ricard; then Saint
Etienne (France) withYves Guerpillon,
an Emmanuel Community priest in
charge of the university chaplaincy. m

EIFE 25 years young !

The School of Mission in Paray-le-
Monial is celebrating its 25" birthday.
Two major moments of celebration
are planned in Paray : the Emmanuel
WinterYouth Forum (20-21 February
2010, Paray); the Easter Triduum, from
April 14-5" where all former students
have been invited, along with Bishop
Yves Le Saux, Monsignor Francis
Kohn and Laurent Landete. m

%}ﬂz"s
& de

HhrFﬂquas “'9‘ i T

| =

Frriversare

1

“'-MLT-IF
ot e .
e b f

e p———

I
'; _I_.-I-l-ulu-u--——
i
i
I
1

wl

For the programme: +33 3 85 81 18 18
or go to: www.eife.fr

Solidarity in the Democratic
Republic of Congo

The Emmanuel Community in the
Congo is launching three new projects
in answer to calls for help, all ith the
assistance of a German foundation:
The 'Pierre Goursat’ primary school
in Lodja, to provide pre-primary and
primary school care; a cooperative
association in Kinshasa to help women
from a shanty town to sell their floun,
and to provide cereal based foods for
undernourished children; a university
residency for girls in Lubumbashi, to
accompany their studies with human
and spiritual formation.m

Love and Truth in Africa

Nicolas and Marie-Edith Bréjon lead a
training session for Love and truth tea-
chers in Senegal last October. But the
programme will continue in different
locations in West; Central and East
Africa, as well as in Angloa between
now and summer 2010.m

Synod for Africa:
a Great Hope

The Bishops' Synod for Africa took
place in Rome from October 4" — 25"
2009.Among the more than 300 hun-
dred cardinals, bishops and experts
was Christophe Hayiambere, in char-
ge of the Emmanuel Community in
Rwanda.The theme of the Synod was:
“The Church in the service of reconci-
liation, justice and peace”. A relaxed
but workmanlike atmosphere mar
ked the sharing
of testimonies
of  suffering
across  Africa
and its chur
ches, as well as
the sharing of
reconciliations,
evangelisa-
tion and hope

C.Habiyambere
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borne out of many initiatives across
the continent. The bishops wanted
not only to observe but to propose
ideas for the future of a continent
where the Church plays a key role in
many fields (development, health, edu-
cation, charity), and insisted on their
own responsibility in the training of
Christian leaders for Africa, ready to
live their Christianity in daily life. Here
are some of the words of encoura-
gement Pope Benedcit XVI gave to
the Synod during the closing Mass:
" Do not be afraid ! Stand up, Church of
Africa and family of God, because the
Father in heaven is calling you... Stand
up, Africa and welcome with new enthu-
siasm the Gospel message, so that the
face of Christ might shine light upon a
multitude of cultures...”. m

Testimony: SOS Prayer

For two years now
we've lived in an isolated rural
context, and we started to feel the
loneliness that many isolated
Christians experience, being far away
from living networks of parishes or
communities. Many feel that the
Church is little by little moved further
from them: it is difficult to maintain
the faith, there are few priests and
many parishes, where churches are
often closed and finding a place to go
and pray or even go and light a can-
dle is difficult.Yet there is faith!l, even if
hope can sometimes waiver. Prayer
cries out to God. In this context what
we are doing with SOS-Prayer is seen
like a light that shines out in the
darkness and a reminder that
somewhere else Christians listen and

pray. So much hope can be given
by SOS-Prayer, and so the call goes
out to each of you: to make it known
or to get involved in this service,
wherever we are.m

Madrid:

From small beginnings...!

Somewhere in the heart of Spain,
where the community across the
whole country counts thirty or so
members, one maisonnee organized a
mission for All Saints Day:""Holy-Wins!”.
Everything happened in the cathedral
of Alcald de Henares, a historic univer-
sity town north of Madrid. Last June in
Spain there was a visit of the relics of St
Margaret Mary, then the renewal of the
consecration of the country to the
Sacred Heart: for the six members of
the community's maisonnee in Madrid,
all these things prepared the ground
and prepared their hearts too. The rec-
tor of the cathedral was seduced by
the idea of a concert by some Christina
musicians as a prelude to an evening of
adoration: and he persuaded the
Bishop too ! News went round. Ten
then twenty then thirty young people
from different horizons and communi-
ties volunteered to help. Local press
and radio played their part, and even

the Spanish Bishops' website announced
the event as a step towards World
Youth Day. Even the Times and the
Daily Mail hosted the information on
their websites. One month later —
Halloween ! And a cathedral square
filled with various sizes of vampires, wit-

ches, ghosts and ghouls: two hundred
young people, children and families in
all. Among them two consecrated
women who had travelled by overnight
bus to get there. Little by little, inside
the cathedral, the Adoration chapel
filled, prayers and words of God are
exchanged as the nights go on.The
concert over, a large number of people
press towards the main altar, where the
Blessed sacrament is exposed. Some
priests who had confessed all evening
will later give witness to the joy and

hope they received as they served.

Later, in the sacristy, forty young people
share their witnesses about the evening
until two o’clock in the morning! God
willing “Holy-Wins! 2009 will lead to a
school of charity in mission, due to
open soon in Alcald de Henares... m

Germany:
for priests, ‘a very good year’

In 2009, the 350 members of the
Emmanuel Community in Germany
experienced the joy of welco-
ming five newly ordained priests.
Jérg Niemeier, Timo Weissenberg
and Cornelius Happel, for the dio-
cese of Minster, and Hans-Joachim
Brennecke and Arkadiusz Czempik,
for the diocese of Munich.There are
now thirteen Emmanuel priests living
in Germany.m

ICE-net, the coolest place
on the web!

the Pope has said it: Internet is a sixth
continent in need of evangelisation.This is
why ICE-Net has sprung up in Slovenia
with the help of some avid web users.
ICE-Net means International Catholic
Evangelisation Network. Ice-Net is a
joint project of the International Youth
Team and the Community in Slovenia,
to train young people to be missiona-
ries on the Web and to invent commu-
nications products to help build a
word-wide-web of missions.

ol
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ICE-Net, all in English, provides a speci-
fic rhythm of weekly meetings on line
and, a fraternal life of prayer and com-
panionship locally, creating missionary
projects online with the help of a tutor
(how to evangelise through chat, web-
site building, blogs, newsletters, movies
and social networks): at the end of the
programme, four residential week-ends
of training, fraternity and mission.

So...

if you are between 20 and 30 years old,
and if you use the web every day,

if you want to evangelise on the web,
And if you have an authentic Christian
spiritual life,

come join us and announce the Good
News ! m

Contact: info@ice-net.org

A consecrated Brother
on mission in Jerusalem

For the past two years I've been living
in Jerusalem, working for the Latin
Patriarchate, which covers Palestine,
Israel, Jordan and Cyprus. | am in

In the heart of Old Jerusalem.

charge of all texts published in French
(diocesan newsletter, and letters,
homilies and speeches of the
patriarch Fouad Twal). | also look after
the website (four languages). | live in

the arab-christian quarter of Old
Jerusalem, a few minutes walk from
the Holy Sepulchar. It was Dominique
Vermerch, the then moderator of the
Community, who offered me the
chance to go on mission here in
2007, as an expression of my being
consecrated in the Fraternity of Jesus,
and as a FIDESCO volunteer. But it is
first of all as a consecrated brother
that | try to live this mission, given by
the Lord, in the Holy Land. For me,
being a consecrated brother is pro-
foundly being sent as a brother: bro-
ther of all, just as Jesus was, a friend
to all people, giving witness to God's
fraternal love for us. My mission
consists in making myself close to the
people | meet in my daily life: neigh-
bours, colleagues, volunteers, priests
and religious, Christians, Muslims, Jews
and atheists, Palestinians, Israelis, and
visitors. Being close to people means
being ready to become their friend,
to listen share their sorrows and joys,
share and pray with them. It also
means not taking sides, in this often
divided land.

My work and learning Arabic language

and culture means that | am often
with the Christians of Jerusalem, and |
stay in touch with several families,
taking the children to play soccer on
Mount Zion. | seem often to be like a

sheep-dog, bringing this little flock
together, in the name of the Shepherd.
In the often painful context of the
Holy Land today, | try to offer an ear
and a heart that listen, and to encou-
rage these brothers and sisters to
attach themselves more strongly to
the Lord. For example, taking my
neighbours’ children — Fouad, Jiries,
Rami, Rizeq and Khader to Sunday
Melkite Mass. So it is in daily, ordinary
life in Jerusalem that the Lord sends
me to be a brother for those around
me, and witness to them that God is
Emmanuel. m

DAFRA, the computer
programme for natural
family planning

How can |
understand
fertility, space
out or favour
conception?
The French
Natural Family
Planning asso-
ciation (CLER)
has produced
a computer
programme to
help. Clare indications and design, easy
to understand and use, the programme
also come with a very practical hand-
book. m

New

Songbook

in English "

In  the next 5
few weeks the ALe !

2010 Edition of
the He is Alive
Songbook  will
be ready : a fully updated version of
the previous English language song-
book, with many new songs and mas-
ses, all reproduced with sheet music
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and guitar chords, and a special sec-
tion for the liturgy of the hours and
the Easter Triduum. m

To listen to the melodies online: www.
heisalivemusic.com and for more infor-
mation: english@emmanuel.info.

FIDESCO USA —a star
studded beginning!

The official launching of FIDESCO
USA took place in New York on
October 6", with the participation
of Elise Wiesel, holder of the Nobel
Peace Prize. Honouring us with his
presence, Elie Wiesel said: “While
someone somewhere goes hungry, the
world should be ashamed!” His speech
was the high point of a moving eve-
ning which included short movies on
FIDESCQO'’s work, witnesses in words
and pictures, and a musical commen-
tary by the rising Hungarian pianist
Adam Gyor. Unforgettable, alll m

e
H
11.

from left to right: Hervé Duteil, President of FIDESCO USA;

Elie Wiesel, Nobel Peace Prize Laureate; Jean-Luc Moens,

president of FIDESCO International; Jean Robin, Director of
FIDESCO International.

Beginning three months ago, six
consecrated sisters in formation
have been in Brussels at the Maison
St Adrien training house. They come

from different professional horizons and
countries:from Rwanda, Claudine (secre-
tary) and Natacha (clinical psychologist);

from Asia, Hahn (and accountant);
from Germany, Claudia (public rela-
tions) and Alexandra (Mid-wife); from
France, Marie-Agnes (accountant).

Paray 2020!

New buildings
works in the
Sanctuaries of Paray-le-Monial began
on December 10" 2009, in the pre-
sence of Fr. Bernard Peyrous, Rector
of Paray-le-Monial, and Bruno Abart,
the Director of Pilgrimages. A first
segment of works will be the reno-
vation of the Dining Hall (Abri des
Pélerins) which was built in 1934.This
will involve redecorating, building a
chapel, modernizing the kitchens and
under-floor heating. And all of this
before Easter 2010! If you want to
stay up to date with progress in this
major project designed to better
welcome the increasing numbers of
pilgrims throughout the year, go to:
www.paray2020.com

31* session for Retired
People

March 22" to 26" 2010 in Paray-le-
Monial. A session for retired people
on “How to encourage vocations”. In
these sessions we see how much hope
retired people can bring to the world
and how big a contribution they can
make to it. We can personally witness
to the many graces received during
these sessions: consolation, healing,
forgiveness. Praise, Daily Mass, sha-
ring, evening programmes, meals and
personal meetings: everything plays its
part in living more deeply with others.
A little sister session to the summer
gatherings, at a rather more sedate
pace : could it be for you! m

For information:
call +33 3 8581 56 00

Paray-le-Monial

Summer 2010

® July 3rd-7*: Retreat for all

® July 9*-14%: Session for 25-35
year olds (and singles programme)

® July 17-22"%: Adoration
Congress

® July 21 Day of Prayer
for the sick

® July 24*-29*: Families and
International Session

@ July 31*-August 5%: Families and
International Session

® August 7%-12%: Families and
International Session

® August |3%-18%: International
Youth Forum

® August |8%-22": International
Marian Festival

® July 6*-9* and August 10%-3:
Liturgy pre-sessions.





